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This month your child will be completing one of the most important milestones
in their life—the first day of school! As this day approaches you and your child
may be filled with both excitement and apprehension about what lies ahead.

That’s all normal.

I hope our handbook will answer any questions you may have, and help make
the transition from home to school easier and fun for everyone.

I would like to take this time to introduce myself. This is my 10" year as a
teacher for Kent City Schools. I am certified in Wisconsin and Michigan
K through 12", I’ve taught Y5’s, kindergarten, 1%, 2™, and 3™ grades as well as
high school (9" 10" and 12" grade English.)

I absolutely love my life and job! I consider it an honor and privilege to be your
child’s teacher and am really looking forward to working with you and your
precious little one.

I received my undergraduate degree from the University of Wisconsin-

Eau Claire, did graduate work at UW- Madison, and received my Elementary
Endorsement from Grand Valley State University as well as my Masters Degree!

I also teasingly say I have several other “degrees” a B.S.D. (Been there, Seen
that, Done it), a G.G.T (God-Given Talents), and my M.O.M. degree, as I am the
proud Mom of 3 young adults. Jason (28) is a graduate of Western. He & his wife
have 2 baby boys, Jeremiah & Gabriel so I’'m enjoying being a grama! Steven (26)
& my daughter Kelli (25) are graduates of MI State. They are the rainbows in my
life and a big reason I’m an effective teacher. © I once read a wise quote that said:
“Teach your students as if you’re teaching your own children.” 1 do, and with lots
of enthusiasm and TLC!

I recently married the love of my life, Dr. Daniel Henderson. He’s a
psychologist for the Christian Counseling Center in Grand Rapids. I now have 2
more wonderful sons and a daughter! ©

When people ask what I do for a living, I tell them I’'m an “Edu-tainer”. |
believe a teacher needs to educate and be entertaining as well. Learning should be
lots of fun, and I try very hard to do just that; being the kind of teacher I always
wanted to have.

One of the first things I teach my students is how to say, “I love you” in sign
language. I love children and will treat yours with the same caring and respect [ do
my own. Your child will feel loved and nurtured in this class.

One of my goals will be to build their confidence and self-esteem. I feel success
in school and life are derived from a person’s feelings of self-worth. I hope my
enthusiasm and positive “Can-Do” attitude will rub off on your child.

This grade is the very important basement-level of their educational skyscraper.
I know we’re going to have a simply wonderful year! Feel free to contact me
anytime with questions or concerns. I truly look forward to- working with you as a
winning team.

Educationally Yours, Mrs. Diane L. Henderson



Orchard Trails Information

Our school’s Telephone number is:

- My feacher is:
Mrs. Diane L. Henderson

Her school telephone extension is
Her planning period is [2:45 to I35
Her home tfelephone number is
(Please call before & p.m.)
her e-mail address is:
Our principal is Mr. Bearup
Our secretary is Mrs. Willard
Our librarian is Mrs. Humphreys
Our school day begins at 7:45 am.
It ends at 2:30 pm.




As of August 15t

2005-2006 Young Fives’ Class I ist

A Group:
. Alejandro

. Anna
Blaise
Casey
Chelsea"
Connor
David
Dominique
9. Fatima '
10.Jonathan
11 Kaitlyn
12.Katelyn .

13 Lauren

14 Maddie -

15. Melissa .
16.Nicholas

17 Paula _
18.Roger .
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- Diane L. Henderson has a brand. new pack! N
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My new FRIENDS!

B Group:

Alexander
Angelique .
Blake -
Curtis -
Dakota
Evan "
Giovanni
JOhIlf -
9. Jose . .
10 Julia: -
11.Karrissa
12.Kaysi
13.Marcos .
14 Morgan
15.Nicholas
16 .Nicole .
17 Noah
18.Pedro ...
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Young Fives

I’'m going to Young Fives!

Where 'll learn o “read” and write | <J/e stronger the start, the 5el‘l‘er.z‘£éﬁnislf -
and draw pictures big and bright. _ - -George W. Bush on education.

I will drink and eat my snack . ..
and wear a cool backpack. '

There’ll be Songs for me to sing
Stuff for sharing [ will bring
as I go to Young Fives this year.

I will get to play with clay
and learn something every day.

My teacher’s Mrs. Flohr
she will meet me at the door.
as I go to Young Fives this year. . T

I'll bave lots ‘n lots of fim
on the playground T will run.

It’ll be a happy day
I’ll wave goodbye and say |
“It’s great to be alive \
When you’re a Y5!” |
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9’" acﬂmg Eza's to counl‘ is fine,

ﬂut teac/z’m(g them what wum‘s is also zmp&rl‘anz"

-language arts’

- +» Bathroom Break

745800 - 'l}i}'ﬁ

-« Arrival Activities
«» Announcements - -
¢ Calendar
% Seat Work | <

These activities include: B8 17 4"2

~Writing

-math . \ : . .‘ |
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-social studies | | | & |
_qr+ ' _ : ’ - “' | 3 '

-life-skills

% Circle of Friends

¢ Music and Movement
9:25-9:50

»» Bathroom/Drink break ¢ Recess

9:55-10:45 -

% Centers/Free Choice

Our Centers: Computer, Iquianr\on Station (dress wp),
Blocks/Toys, Games, Math manlpu\q’rives Writing, Art, Reading,
Kitchen, Puppets, Puzzles, Thinking Stations, qnd Science. -

—
”:? 010 Our Unified Arts Schedule
** Lunch/Recess , Changes every 9 weeks.
2 Bathroor i e - | Time: 12:50-1:40
* Bathro m/dr nk break i | Each day the children will have
. one “Special” class On the 5™ day

of school the 1” one repeats.
i.e., Art, Music, Gym, Computers, Art

ol




| 1:45-12:40: ~ _ '

¢' % Large ¢ Small Group Activities+ Bathroom & Drinfks
%\ 12:50-:40 o ‘
J* WY % Unified Arts: (Art, Computers, GymiMusic, ) -

o8 135-2.0
% .« Bathroom bregk
S e

%* Snack time
«* Story fime/reading

% Sharing | | -
 Library (Thursdays ¢ Fridays 1:35-2:00)
“* Going Home Activities

2:15-2:25. | - |
«* In the hall getting ready and lining up. ' _ }
X Walking out to busses.
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Hug at random

Care q\ways |
Live the momer'nL
Take it slow,

I teach with a monﬂ\\\/ (sometimes week\y) Theme.
Our first 2 themes will be APPLES ¢ PINOSAURS!




| OUR erassmoom

- PHB OsepUESs

My Mission Statement:

. potential.

% To be the kind of teacher I always wanted
~ to have; helping my students truly believe
that they are all stars, then encouraging
them to sparkle and shine to their highest

Class Mission Statement:

you can be. -

~:§ Don’t be anything less, than the best

Children’s Pledge To Themselves:

I am beautiful inside and out.

I am intelligent without a doubt:
I am the best me that I can be. -
I can be anything I want to be!
I love being me. |

One of the things we work on all year
|| is maintaining a positive “can-do”
| attitude. 1 introduce this concept

with The Little Engine That Could
books and video.

My Motto:

I think I can! Ithink I can!
and... Mrs. Flohr helps me to

SIS

* Many times the difference between success and fatture is that little extra fumph’ in tri-, Q .

'so always shoot for the moon, then even if you miss, YO“'W“ starsl - ©

know I can!
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T rying our best -
O beying rules
& etting our work done '
E xpressing our ideas  Be kind to othets.
T hinking < Be a good listenet.
H elping others i % Work quiefly.
E nriching our minds - % Shate

R especting others

~ % We raise our hand when we want to talk. |
- %+ We listen when it”s another person’s turn to talk.

RULES § DISCIPLIE

Everything is better when we”work Tog etheri B

% We observe the Golden Rﬁle by treating others the way we want to be
treated. , S
% ‘Wekeep-our hards, mouths; and feet to-eurselves. - /%3 &=

“ We have “Silent Travels” in the hallway.

We are given several warnings then we sit in the “Time Out” chair.

If we “hurt” another person this is an automatic Time Out and we must
: - apologize to that person with sincerity.

- Too many “Time Outs” calls for a ,ndte home to the parents.

Classroom Goals:

Each child will... )

o Strive to achieve their personal

- best. -

o Learn to respect the needs and’
feelings of others. -

o Become more responsible &
independent.

o Learn to make good cheices and
realize that they are responsible
for their actions. ‘

o Leam to use time constructively.
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DONATIONS

Thrbﬁghout the year we use lots of the following.
Anytlme you can donate somethmg, itis greaﬂy apprecmted' "fhanks much'

| i

’ Med1um-51zc Dixie cups
Napkins S&we flas a way of turnmg Qrdmaré/ tfimgs
Dy-dee wipes

3
Q
D £y
o 8 inch paper plates into treasures gf t/fe heart.
o 35mm film, any speed

Q

a

Prizes for our “Treasure tmnk’ and party games.
Stlckers ,

Used donations:
o Buttons & Beads

o Don’t toss those old Halloween costumes they re perfect fo*r our dress up
trunk.

o Books: ‘Espema&ly Golden Books, Sceobte Doo, Bob Fhe-Builder, Blues
Chues, Clifford, Pooh, Mickey Mouse.
u Broken crayons! (The children peel them as a fine-motor sk:rIl) When1
get a tubful T teke them home and melt them in muffin tins..I willbe |

. doing aleaf rubbing art project with them. Children are thrilled to take
their muffin crayon home. © ‘

Collechons.
Would vou please save:

o Education boxtops/labels from General Mills cereals & snacks.
o UPC symbols from Spartan products
o Campbell’s soup labels -

~ These items are collected by the entire school and redeemed for cash rebates
- school supphes & equipment that benefit all the chxldren

© Thank you in advance for caring qnd sharing!




- School Policies

These policies are for the protection of your child and your peace of mind.
Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.

* Immunizations: Your child’s immunization requirements for Y5’s/Kindergarten
must be completed in order for them to be admitted to school. A copy of an up-to-

date immunization record must be turned in to the office. This is a state law and must
be enforced.

»  Absences: If your child is absent from school, please call the office each morning
that he/she stays home. If you are unable to call the office, please send a written

excuse with your child when they return. It is helpful to know the reason why they
“were ill.

* Arrival: if your child rides the bus, school personnel will assist them each morning.
These adults will help them safely walk from the bus to the school building. If you
‘bring your child to school, please follow the designated drop-off and parking areas.
Please do NOT drop them off before 7:45, as children are not allowed in the hallways
or rooms, as teachers may not always be able to supervise children before that time.

Early Release: If it’s necessary for your child to leave school during the day, you
must sign them out in the office first. School personnel cannet release any child
without office approval.

% Dismissal Changes: If dismissal plans are changed for your child, please call the
office, or send a note to school with them. This is especially important if you will be
picking them up instead of having them ride the bus, or when somecne other than you
will pick up your child, or when your child will ride a different bus or get offat a
different bus stop. School personnel cannot change any child’s usual dismissal
procedure without being notified by parents. ‘

&
o

Dismissal: Children are at their lockers at approximately 2:15 getting ready to go

~ home. If they ride the bus, they have a designated wall where they line up and wait
for a teacher to walk them out to the bus. If you’d like to pick up your child from our
classroom please arrive by 2:15. This is an extremely busy time for me, so if you pick
up your child and would like to help assist the other children as well, that would be
wonderful. © Y5/Kindergarten students board the busses FIRST. Y5/K teachers walk
their students out the door at approximately 2:30. Mrs. Taylor’s room is the

designated “Pick Up” room for children who do not ride the bus. Your child will be
waiting for you there.

d
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Medications: Any medication sent to school must be in a prescription bottle clearly
labeled with your child’s name, doctor’s name, and the dosage. A written request to
administer the medication must also be sent. Office personnel will admindster the
medicine. Via our classroom info sheet please make me aware of this medication and
any allergies or other medical conditions. This is especially important on fieldtrips.




Qur Y5 Policies and Procedures

Parent/Teacher Link: ’

A strong parent-teacher relationship is unportant for your chﬂd’s school success.
You are ALWAYS welcome in our classroom.
I will communicate with you through notes, telephone caﬂs newsletters,
report cards and parent-teacher conferences.
If you need to relay a message to me, please pin a note to your child’s shirt.
(I don’t always have time to go through 20 backpacks, and a Y3 isn't quite responsible
enough to look for, and remember these things.)

r‘.?\ Parent Participation:

~ During the school year we have a variety of classroom activities: field trips,
celebrations, performances ete. I will keep you informed of these activities and
encourage you to be active. Your interest in these activities helps support your child and

' sends the message that school is important.
* Room Helpers: '

Please consider being a Room Helper for just one hour, one clay a week or

: ) month. Choose any day you’d like. If you can come consistently on that day, I’d be most
\ - grateful. Stay as long as you’d like, but my crucial help time is 8:30-9:30 when we are

doing seatwork and thinking centers. ,
) - My grandmother always said, “Many hands make light work.” I’m reminded of
that daily, and am very appreciative of the people who graciously give of their time to
help us! THANK YOU! Your mvolvement helps your child. They see first hand that
education is a top priority. You are part of our class; the children will love and appreciate
you. I know you’ll feel blessed!

Working with little ones is emotlona]ly satlsfymg Few sounds are as dehghtful as

little ones giggling. If you didn’t get a chance to sign-up at Open House just give me a
call or send a note that you can help. Thanks much!

At Home-Helpers:

Can’t come in, but still want to help? You can be an At-Home-Helper. If you
didn’t get a chance to sign-up at Open House just give me a call or send a note that you
can help. Home Helpers “cut, glue, assemble, sort, staple etc.” different projects for our
classroom. Whenever the need arises, I send all the “stuff” needed in a bag in your child’s
backpack, along with the date we need it back, directions, and a fimished sample. Youcan

“putz” with these things with your youngster or while watching television. With your

help I’m able to do all sorts of extra fun things with the children. Pre-assembly makes
things less frustrating for them as well.

Fieldtrigs:

We’ll be going on 3 fieldtrips! (October we go to Nelson’s Apple
Orchard/Pumpkin Farm, In January we go bowling in Sparta, and in February we walk to.
the Kent City Post Office. I like to have lots of parental involvement with this. As soon as
1 have the dates, I will give you advance notice. ‘




Outdoor Recess

Each day we have outdoor recess unless it is raining, or in the winter when the
wind chill dips below zero. Your child looks forward to this activity period and it is
made more enjoyable with proper shoes and clothing.

Our wonderful playground has lots of exciting equipment for climbing, digging,
sliding and swinging. Both boys and girls like to climb and slide and clothes that can take .
this type of play are best. Shoes as well are very important. Tennis shoes are best suited
for your active child’s playtime and must be worn on gym days.

Yerbal Sharing & Show and Tell:

Show and Tell is a wonderful way to share oneself with others. Each day chﬂdren
will share in some form. Simply standing up in front of their peers and saying, “Hi, my
nameis 2 is difficult for some children. I allow children to say “pass™ if
they feel too-shy to come up.

Asking your child what they did in school is a great way to get them talking ina
concise manner. It also shows you care and are interested in them and their world.
Repeating their lessons also reinforces them!

‘ SECRET SACK:

So that an entire session of class is not taken up with sharing one’s possessions
from home, 1 have developed the “Secret Sack”. Each day a different child will be
allowed the privilege of taking the Secret Sack home. They bring it with them the next
day and “Show and Tell”.

They truly enjoy giving clues to what’s in the bag and seeing if the children can

‘guess what’s “hiding” in there. I’d really like this to be an educational time as well, so it
would be nice if something other than “toys” were brought in throughout the year.
- Please only have your child bring in 1 thirg. I will put the item in their backpacks to be
~ taken horme so please consider the fragility or the item. (No glass.) -

The Secret Sack will start going home sometime in September. Unless they have

the Secret Sack, Please do not allow your child to pack toys etc. in their backpack.

Attendance:

Regular attendance is mportant to your child’s success. Much of our learnmg is
through social interaction and group experiences that cannot be made up at home. Going
to school is a new experience for your child, a few complaints of “1 don’t want to go to
school” are normal. Please let me know if they persist.

Missed Work:

Children do not have to make up work. If you are planning an extended vacation
please let me know. If you’d like, I can send some of the work we will be doing. I like to
allow any child who’s gone on a vacation, time to share their experience, and show some
thlggs they 1brought back. You may ‘want to keep this in mind, collecting some

' educational thmgs/mformaﬁon/po stcards etc. along the way.




Monexi
There are times when your child will need to bring money to school. (Lunch

Fieldtrips etc.)Please make sure the money is placed in a sealed envelope with the
following information on the outside:

<+ Your child’s first and last name

% The purpose for the money, (Lunch, book order, fieldtrip etc.) .
* ¢ Please pin this envelope to your child’s shirt. THANKS! ©

The time when the children first arrive is very hectic; this will enable me to greet and

address the children’s requests first and complete other tasks such as recordlng money etc
later in the day. Thank you!

Lunch:
~ Youm may pack a cold lunch for your child in a lunch box or sack. Make sure their

name is on it. Milk is available for .30¢ Hot Lunch is also available. Including milk, the.
cost is $1.775 per day. The school sends a monthly cafeteria calendar home so you and
your child know what’s being offered. Please send lunch money in a Zip-Loc bag or a
sealed envelope and pin it to your child. Please write the words “Lunch Money” or
“Milk Money” along with your child’s name on the outside. If lunch or milk money is
forgotten at home, a charge will be permitted. That charge should be paid on your child’s
next day of school. I find that it’s easier to pay for a week at a time if possible.

An application form for free or reduced-price hot lunch is available in the office.

Snacks:

Please do not send a snack in your child’s backpack. We have a special snack
time each day, as snacks are an important part of our routine. Children look forward to
this time as a way to relax and socialize with their new friends. In addition, it gives me
an opportunity to work with the class on important socialization skills such as manners,
sharing, courtesy, cleanliness/hand washing etc.

Beginning in September, 1 time each month, your child will be asked to provide a
snack and juice for the entire class. T will send a monthly Snack Calendar home listing
your child’s day. Food for snack should contribute to the nutritional needs of a growing
child. Please do NOT send cupcakes, candy, or anythmg with nuts or
peanut butter.

Allergies: [ am highly allergic to nuts. Just touching the snack as I pass it out, or
the odor of peanut butter causes an allergic reaction. You can imagine what a roomful of

children eating peanut butter could do to me. If your child has any allergies, dental plates,
or special needs please let me know.

Classroom Partles

We will have three holiday parties this yeat: Halloween Chnstmas and
Valentine’s Day. All parents are invited to attend all of the parties. If you did not get a
chance to sign up at Open House and would like to provide something for a classroom
celebration please let me know.

The week of the party I’ll send a “Reminder Note” home of what they’re

providing. So that you can give your child your und1v1ded attention, consider a younger
51b]mg s behavior before you brmg them to a party.




We will also have other classroom celebrations like Mickey Mouse and Winnie
the Pooh’s Birthday parties. You're welcome to attend these as well. ;
Birthdays
Birthdays are one of the most exciting days of your child’s life. We recognize and
celebrate this important day. Our class sings to them, they get a book and treat bag from
me, and they are our line leader and star-student helper for the day.
Summer birthdays will be celebrated as “Un-birthdays” in May. ‘
Your child may bring in a special treat for the children on their birthday. I will try to
correlate the Snack-Sack Calendar to fit birthdays.
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“A chitd doesn t reaf@ care
Kow much you ﬁnow,

until t/fe}/ brnow Row muck you reaf@' care.

2



http:ch.i.(I.dj

Your child will be bringing
home A |
WRITING NOTEBOOK.
Please make it a part of their
routine to write their name
ONCE

EVERY day.

A separate note of |
explanation will be tucked
into their notebook.

~ Correct poéition for
holding pencil ~ ¢
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them tools, understandmg, timé and encouragement We cannot ;

@utterﬂy in tlfe GWma’ w
UOQ child is a ﬂuz‘z‘erj‘(/ in the wind: some can ﬂ}/ Kigher z‘/fan otlfers.
: but each one ﬂzes the 5&91,‘ that t/feg/ can.

“Why compare one agamst the offferc? |
Gach one is di ifferent. 8(105 one is Speczaf (%acff one is ' beauti ﬁz(’
Sty kigh bt duh‘ery‘&es 97(;( /{zg/i/

Blold, Bleautiful

Watch your butterfly fly free with the fun o' , school adventures take
flight and children soar! We can help our chlldren learn hy provrdmg

do it for them. Sometlmes a httIe bit of struggle m life is necessary

True Story ) ' S
~ A man found a cocoon of a butterﬂy One day a small

opening appeared He sat and watched the: hutterﬂy for
several hours as it struggled to force its body through that little hole.
Then, it seemed to stop making : any progress. It appeared as if it had
gotten as far as it could, and it could go no farther. So the man
decided to help the butterﬂy He took a pair of scissors and snipped
off the remaining b1t of cocoon. The butterﬂy then easﬂy emerged; but
it had a swollen body and small, shriveled ‘wings. The man continued
to watch the butterfly because he expected that, at any moment, the
wings would enlarge and expand sothey could support the body,
hich would contract in time. Neither happened‘ In fact, the butterﬂy
could only crawl areund and was unable to: fly! What the man, in his
kindness and haste, did not understand was ‘that the restnctmg cocoon
_and the struggle requ;lred for the butterﬂy 1o get through the tiny
opening, was a way of forcing fluid from the body of the butterfly into
its wings--so that it would be ready for flight once it achieved its
freedom from the cocoon! Sometimes struggles are exactly what we
need in our lives, if we are someday to fly freel
5N Learmng for life is like that‘ @
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