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Slap bracelets or bookmarks. Stadents TRACE the sentence with a hi ghlighter.

ol
HE )
]

=a o
.
L |
L w
"=
[ i
g -
(]
LA
&
.
-
. T
-z
w7
4
.=
'
=
#"
rl
a
&
i
i
Ba
e A
=
y ¥

1
e
lalcs
]
f
.




T T R T T T
' ' g s v [ §
-I-_--:-—“:-T""T_v--‘:-f -‘---:--;.'t"'--lv—v"':--': i Fimers /W:'":r“".' 'l‘r'-ﬁ-‘ -*-"' - T--“i"-"\:"\:"r':‘
1 "o ' - 7
1 LN o as @ g v o VLA | PP I T BT I R TR P G Lo N
I ¥ 4 k]
’ ’ ]
i 1 g
1 ] - . T = T
| | 4 x it by |
'-‘—"'"""'\:_I""""l'""""\“)' ...--_..,_F.-"_,..'_.,‘.,.—-I R Lol b PL -’—-\,\...—‘:. T"_?'_-‘:"\"Y'r
' L oY L L T (O S T S U S T SR Pk e
1 [ T A T N b SOUL A | PO N D M) B D, A NN i N M .
’ [
[} L] F) J '
N ! ) Vg
1 i - T s T
| | 'J' [y i 1 N |
-l‘,-_-\_l, -r—- ‘:-1-'-'- -r,--\—‘- \:_: -‘———_——_-;—‘.ﬁ -l,.—-".-:-_.: 'T""";' .r-..:-.'.,.-—; -l’._.,‘. -'...— ‘:.. T--—r -'—- ‘:-\:-f -Ir
L | I I I ] | 1 |
1 A T A T ~ 7 e fsel | 1‘...4!1 HRETr i, N T I T
L +
] 1 ) 1 ¥)
i I .
H T [ 1 T
| [ | L] | T (]
T e e T e - sl et an N aleh I Lardi andde et an Albbast i
[ B B B9 o) e S S TR S A B P AL
1 [ T T S R B B [ T . S A | PPN T R TP B TR T P
v/ v 4
&
T T
L | , | ] .
sl ] Bl et R e it Bl G ey = P
e :r : :- :- N N \ \T ‘I \ \:- f__:'l f.._:l -: tl :' \-.."
[} [
R B AR R ] LA PR T L
4
] I
1 1
sy e ---‘.--’-\A.l--,—-v--\-,.-(- --------------- = —-— e e EE e E e el S e e o e e = — -
LI f .I ! " | AN
L] L Y
LOLIL T N S~ S B I P .

®leachwithme .com

TRACE and WRITE the sentences.



Have students cut and glue to a yellow sun-circle made out of construction paper. Attach
to their shirt with a safety pin, or make two slits and use as a pencil topper for the day.
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7 L HGPPY Gr—oundhog DOY

from your feacher

Happy Groundhog Day

from your feacher

S 4 o oppy Groundhog Day

from your teacher
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Tally Sheet Prognostication Prediction Sheet.

I predicted correctly about winter I predicted correctly about spring

Total Tallies: Total Tallies:

[ predicted correctly about winter I predicted correctly about spring

Total Tallies: Total Tallies:

] predicted correctly about winter _ [ predicted correctly about spring

Total Tallies: [Total Tallies:




Fickle Phil Teacher Prognostication Prediction Cards
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My Shadow And Me

By Diane L. Henderson ©TeachWithMe.com

My name is Phil and once a year
[n February I appear
I look around to check and see
[f my shadow’s followed me
If my shadow comes and peeks
We’ll have winter 6 morc weeks
When no shadow ventures out
Everyone gives out a shout
Winter’s over, spring is here
Hibernating’s done; let’s cheer!




February Bibliography for GROUNDHOG Theme

Highlighted books are ones I read to the children.

I put these groundhog and shadow books in a small book basket for them to
select from for Free Reading time, and let a child select a groundhog book to
read on Groundhog Day.

I really don’t have a super favorite groundhog book.

Groundhogs:

. Andrew McGroundhog and His Shady Shadow, Welling
Fluffy Meets The Groundhog, McMullan $3.99
Geoffrey Groundhog Predicts The Weather, Houghton Mifflin
Go to Sleep Groundhog! Cox $5.95
Go To Sleep, Little Groundhog, Clement $2.95
Gregory’s Shadow, Freeman $3.99
Gretchen Groundhog, It’s Your Day! Levine $4.99
How Groundhog’s Garden Grew, Cherry $5.95
. 1t’s Groundhog Day!, Kroll $3.50
10 Little Groundhog’s Shadow, Craig $2.95
11.Punxsutawney Phyllis, Holiday House Publishing
12.Substitute Groundhog, Whitman
13.The Secret of The First One Up, Amor
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Shadows: The highlighted ones are also my favorites.
Bear Shadow, Asch $4.25

Chasing Shadows, Picavance $8.99

Good Luck Elephant, Bishop $2.95

I Love My Shadow! Wilhelm $3.99

My Shadow (Robert Louis Stevenson’s poem. Illustrated by Ted
Rand $4.95

My Shadow, Mitchell $3.95

Shadow Chaser, Cosgrove $14.99

Shadows, Stuttard $2.95

. Shadows Everywhere, Shaw $3.99

10 The Shape of me and Other Stuff, Seuss $7.99
11.What Makes A Shadow? Bulla $5.95
12.Young Explorers Day & Night, Nelson $3.95
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Groundhog Pokey

Put your groundhog in

Take your groundhog out

Put your groundhog in

Now you shake it all about

You do the Groundhog Pokey and you tum your self around.
That’s what it’s all about.

You put your groundhog up.

You put your groundhog down.

You' put your groundhog up.

Now your twirl it all around.

You do the Groundhog Pokey and you tum your self around.
That’s what it’s all about.

You put your groundhog to the Jeft.

Y ou put your groundhog to the right.

Y ou put your groundhog to the left.

Now you hide it out of sight.

You do the Groundhog Pokey and you turn your self around.
That’s what it’s all about.

You do the Groundhog Pokey.

You do the Groundhog Pokey.

You do the Groundhog Pokey.

Shadow Shadow Shadow

Shadow Gone! ©TeachWithMe.com



Groundhog Day Article

Do you need some ideas/activities for Groundhog Day? Well you've come to the
right place! These are some of the things that [ do with my students: You can
view/print the templates at the end of the article.

Help your students celebrate by giving them a slap bracelet to wear. Students
trace the greeting with a highlighter. Or turn these into bookmarks and have your
students glue them on a strip of construction paper.

Wish each other a Happy Groundhog day and practice writing that greeting by
tracing then writing the sentence on this groundhog filled skill sheet. Students’
also give their opinion whether they think the groundhog will see his shadow or
not.

Have students cut a “sun circle” out of construction paper and glue on their round
ground hog picture, add a safety pin and they can string it on a necklace of straw
beads or simply pin it on. Older students can cut two slits and insert a pencil for
the day’s activities.

I’ve also included a Happy Groundhog Day from your teacher note. You can run
these off and have it sitting on their desk along with their “Shadow Name.” How
do you make shadow names? Open up Word, Click on the right-tilted Blue A on
the drawing tool bar at the bottom of Jvour screen, a window will come up with all
sorts of examples of Word Art, the 3™ row down, 3 box in, has green word art
that has a shadow above it. Simply click on that window and type one student’s
name at a time. They will appear on your word document. 1 print them off and
then mount them on black construction paper. My students’ think this is “way
cool”.

As a math extension graph whether your students think the groundhog will see his
shadow or not, then find out on the Internet whether he did.

After the results are in, have students make the My Groundhog Book. 1t’s an
“Easy Reader” with many high frequency word-wall words. Students trace, then
write the sentence and then cut and glue the matching picture. They also have an
opportunity to express their feelings of how 6 more weeks of winter makes them
feel if the groundhog sees his shadow, or how they’ll feel if he doesn’t and spring
is just around the corner!

Add another graphing extension of who is really enjoying winter and the snow
and would like winter to stay, and who is sick of the cold winter and would like
spring to come.

While students have Free Play Center time, | call them over to sit very still in
front of a projection light. This casts a terrific shadow on a large sheet of black
construction paper that [ have taped to the wall. [ trace their profile with a white
piece of chalk. You can have older students cut out their “shadow silhouettes™



but because there is a lot of detail with evelashes, and their nose, ponytails, bangs
etc. that [ don’t want “lopped™ off, [ take them home and cut them out for my
students, or have a room helper give me a hand. The next day, my students glue
them on a sheet of white construction paper. We gather in on the carpet and [
hold them up one at a time. My students guess whose shadow I'm displaying;
some are a bit hard, others are extremely easy. They make an outstanding display
on a hallway wall. Parents LOVE these keepsakes and | get lots of positive
feedback when they take them home.

A quickie art activity is to have your students color and cut out a groundhog and
then glue him to a Popsicle stick, Insert the stick inside a toilet paper tube that
they have wrapped in brown paper and then decorated to look like dirt with a
brown crayon or marker. My students enjoy playing with their groundhog puppet
and deciding whether he’s going to pop out and play, or tuck himself back in and
hide for six more weeks.

If you want the groundhog’s shadow to show up, place the top of the tube in the
center of a small paper plate and trace it. Cut out the circle. Before slipping the
plate over the t.p. tube, have students decorate the top of the plate to look like dirt
and grass. If it’s sunny, take your students outside. Have them pop their Popsicle
groundhog out of its t.p. burrow. The sun will cast the groundhog’s shadow on
the paper plate.

We spend about 15 minutes spying other shadows as well.

When we come in, | gather my students in a circle and we do the Groundhog
Pokey with our Popsicle stick ground hogs. We also count our critters by one’s in
English and Spanish and then practice counting by 10’°s to 100.

Another fun, yet simple art activity needs some pre-planning. Have your students
pose themselves doing some sort of action, then take their digital picture. Print
them off and cut them out. Students glue them to a sheet of blue construction
paper, add a construction paper sun to the top and draw their shadow.

| read them Robert Louis Stevenson’s poem My Shadow. Click on the link for a
copy. httpz/www.poetryfoundation.org/archive/poenthitmi?id=171951 Write
your favorite portion of the poem on the board and have students copy it on to
their paper, or type up the entire poem and have them glue it to their paper.

I also read them the groundhog poem that I wrote, Click on the link for My
Shadow And Me Groundhog poem

For a gross motor activity | have them choose a partner and take turns being each
other’s shadows, seeing if they can mimic doing everything that their partner
does.

Another fun thing to do is to make hand shadows for your students. Turm off the
lights and use a light source on your white board. Sit on a stool and using your
bandsmaks,Anim?! shadaws OV e Riapdisdsady o4 Jhsssnfiar
feedback when they take them home.

A quickie art activity is to have your students color and cut out a groundhog and
then glue him to a Popsicle stick. Insert the stick inside a toilet paper tube that
they have wrapped in brown paper and then decorated to look like dirt with a
brown crayon or marker. My students enjoy playing with their groundhog puppet
and deciding whether he’s going to pop out and play, or tuck himself back in and
hide for six more weeks.

If you want the groundhog’s shadow to show up, place the top of the tube in the
center of a small paper plate and trace it. Cut out the circle. Before slipping the
plate over the t.p. tube, have students decorate the top of the plate to look like dirt
and grass. If it’s sunny, take your students outside, Have them pop their Popsicle



If you’re looking for groundhog coloring pages, click on the link for a site that
lists their top 10.
http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/2626435/groundhog_day_coloring_pag
es and actjvities.html?cat=25 I use coloring pages to make my table top
worksheets for the day. I turn them into connect the skip-counted dots, math fact
sheets, ABC identification; I spy the numbers, and bingo-dot pattern pages to
name a few.

So what kind of noises do groundhogs make? According to the terrific Hog
Haven site: “When they re happy they grunt! When they 're frightened, they let
out a loud shrill to scare aware predators, and when they fight, they squeal!”
Click on the link to hear over 23 recordings. This is truly educational fun to play
for your students. I was amazed. 1’d never heard or seen a real groundhog!
http://hoghaven.com/hear.html

They also have 10 videos of their groundhogs at http://hoghaven.com/watch.html
+ an 11th one (1 minute and 39 seconds) at the bottom where they’ve put together
some adorable clips to country music with an over lay of groundhog chatter. Click
on the link to view them. What’s nice about this u-tube video is that there’s also
an entire photo clip list of other u-tube groundhog video’s under it. Simply click
on a photo to view another groundhog video. These are generally less than 2
minutes and make for a wonderful lesson for your students.

To read a bit of history about Groundhog Day click on the link.
http://www.groundhog.org/groundhog-day/history.html

Click on the groundhog game link for some more educational fun. I use this site
as an interesting groundhog concentration game for my computer center on
Groundhog Day. My YS5’s click on the squares ‘til they find groundhog cards that
match. Once flipped over, they help complete a real puzzle photograph of a
groundhog! htip://www.surfunetkids.com/games/groundhog-c.him

Have your students try their hand at saying this tongue twister: How much wood,
could a woodchuck chuck, if a woodchuck could chuck wood? 1 practice several
times so that I can do it pretty fast and once everyone has had a turn doing it by
themselves, they can challenge be to do it in unison to see who is faster. This is
bound to end in giggles as they give it a shot.

Pass out my game cards and play 5 minutes worth of “Fickle Phil”. Explain what
it means to be fickle and that Phil is a prognosticator (predictor), and they too will
be predictors in this game. He, like anyone else, who predicts things about the
weather or the future, is not always right.

Each child chooses a prediction card. One is spring the other is winter. To make
things easier, you can print, cut and then glue the cards back-to-back, so that your
students are only using one card. They decide if Phil will see his shadow and then
hold up their prediction card so that it faces you.

Teacher reaches into a brown lunch bag (Phil’s burrow) and pulls out a Phil card.
One 1s Phil with a flower, meaning he did nof see his shadow and spring is just
around the corner; the other is Phil’s shadow with a snowflake, meaning he saw
his shadow and we’ll have 6 more weeks of winter. Students keep a tally, of how
many times they prognosticated correctly.




To end our day on a quiet note, I read several groundhog stories during Story
Time and have a small book basket of groundhog selections for students to look at
during free reading. I’ve also added 10 new words to our seasonal word wall
word list. I’ve provided a list of groundhog books that I read in this packet.
Subscription members get a set of traceable word card flashcards for all of the
themes that I think teachers/parents cover in the month of February, like
Groundhog Day.

[ hope you enjoy your Ground Hog Day celebration and the little shadows in your
classroom/home have a fun time learning!




