


Winter Guess-timation Poster

To help my students understand number sense and groups of
things, [ have a Guess-timation Station Jar set up in my room. I also
try to have other activities where students look at something and try to
guess “how many” or compare--is it more than, less than or equal to this
or that?

Another Guess-timation Station that they enjoy is a large poster
that [ hang on my white board during January.

Here’s how to make one:
* Simply cut a piece of tag board in the shape of a snow hill and put
a snowman or huge snowflake at the top.

* Print or type and glue the words: Guess-timation Station on the
hill.

* Make a large circle of cotton balls by gluing them on your poster
with Elmer’s glue.

* Ask students to guess how many cotton balls they think it will
take to fill up the snowball.

* Jot down their answers on a list of names and post it next to the
poster.

* Each day of school choose a student to add a cotton ball to the
center of the snowball.



* (Justdab a tiny bit of glue on the snowball so that you can easily
pull off the center cotton balls and use this poster every year.)

* Keep track of how many cotton balls you have already counted
using tally marks. This is a great way to count by 5’s each day.

* [ put this poster up for the 1st day of January and then take it
down at the end of the month because my Y5’s lose interest
quickly, but you could keep it up for February as well and be able
to count to higher numbers, especially if you live in a colder state
where it continues to snow.

* To make sure you have the correct number of cotton balls to fill
up your snowball and end on the last day of school that you want
to count, count that many into a circle and then make your
permanent outside circle that big.

* Make sure you buy the same size cotton balls each year as they
vary from store to store in thickness.

[ award a certificate and trip to my treasure box to the winner.
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Cotton Snowball Guess-timations

How many cotton “snowballs” will it take to fill up our big snowball?

Name:

Guess
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Tally Sheet
Counting Cotton Ball Snowballs

How many cotton “snowballs™ will it take to fil up our big snowball?
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Congratulations!

won our snowball Guess-timation Station activity!
They are simply Brrrrr-illiant!

Teacher:
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Congratulations!

participated in our Guess-timation Snowball activity
and did Brrrr-illiant work!

Teacher: Date:
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Congratulations!

participated in our Guess-timation Snowball activity
and did Brrrr-illiant work!
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