
	
  
	
  
	
  

There Was An Old Woman 
There was an old woman who lived 
in a shoe. 
She had so many children she didn’t 
know what to do! 
So she gave them some broth 
without any bread, 
Then whipped them all soundly  
And sent them to bed. 



Or ig ins of the Rhyme : 
Th is rhyme is be l ieved to have or ig ins in 
Eng l i sh h istory . There are two cho ices : The f irst 
re lates to Queen Caro l ine (There was an o ld woman) 
wife of K ing George I I who had e ight ch i l dren . The 
second vers ion refers to K ing George who began the 
men 's fash ion for wear ing wh ite powdered wigs . He was 
consequent ly referred to as the o ld woman ! The 
ch i l dren were the members of par l iament and the bed 
was the House of Par l iament  - even today the term 
'wh ip ' i s used in the Eng l i sh Par l iament to descr ibe a 
member of Par l iament who is tasked to ensure that a l l 
members 'toe the party l ine ' .  Some sources a lso say 
that the o ld woman cou ld refer to E l izabeth Vergoose 
of Boston , who had 6 of her own ch i l dren + 10 
stepch i l dren . As a po int of h istor ica l interest the wigs 
worn by women of the per iod were so large and 
unhyg ien ic that it became necessary to inc lude 
mousetraps in the ir construct ion ! 
 
Th is is a YouTube v ideo of the rhyme : 
http ://www.youtube .com/watch?v=GFwJW-G3IKc 
 
Th is YouTube v ideo changes the end ing to “k issed them a l l sound ly 
and then sent them to bed . ” 
http ://www.youtube .com/watch?v=yyfhVCkWXSo 
 
After watch ing both v ideos , graph wh ich vers ion your students l i ke 
better . Ask them why . 



           
Folding Card, The Old Woman Who Lived in A Shoe, 6 April 1883. Noel Wisdom 
Chromolithograph Collection, Special Collections Department, The University of South 
Florida Tampa Library 
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William Wallace Denslow's illustration for There Was An Old Woman ..., from a 1901 
edition of Mother Goose 


