


 
A Lesson Purrrr-fect for  
Common Core State Standards : 

• Common Core State Standards: 
• RL.K.2, RL.K.4, RL.K.9,  RI.K.9, 

RL.1.2, RL.1.5, RL.1.9, L.1.4, L.K.1d 
• Determine or clarify the meaning of 

unknown and multiple meaning words and 
phrases based on reading and content.  

• With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details. 
• With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures 

and experiences of characters in familiar stories.  
• With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in the 

differences between two texts on the same topics. (i.e. illustrations, 
descriptions, or procedures.) 

• Ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text. 
• Understand and use question words: who, what, why, when where & 

how.) 
 
Direct ions : “ I Can Rete l l a Story ! ” 

1. Read a popular children’s book to your students. 
2. Using the “I can retell a story” grid, call on students to tell you the 

main points of the beginning of the story. 
3. Write them in bulleted fashion in the red rectangle. 
4. Do the same for the middle and end boxes for the story. 
5. If you are dealing with students who can not write, ask them what 

picture clue they could draw to remind and separate each section of 
the story. 

6. Once you have determined that all of your students understand the 
concept, read another story and have students complete their own “I 
can retell a story” graphic organizer. 

7. To get students used to retelling stories, use this graphic organizer 
template each time you read a story to your students. 

8. Ask students to break down the story into the three main parts. 
9. Choose one story a week for students to fill in their own, ‘til 

everyone has passed the standard.  
 



Direct ions : Compar ing and Contrast ing 2 Stor ies / 2 
characters : 

1 .  Read 2 stories to your students.  
2 .  Try and pick ones that will have obvious differences, but also quite a 

few things in common.  i.e., perhaps both stories have animals as the 
main character, and the setting is on a farm. 

3 .  If your students are not familiar with a Venn diagram, explain what 
they are, and how they are helpful.  

4 .  To demonstrate things in a fun way, I use two different colored 
hula-hoops and jot down what my students’ say on index cards. They 
help put the cards in the appropriate hoops. 

5 .  I then transfer this information to the smaller paper print out, so 
that the repetition makes the light bulb go on for the remainder of 
the students who might not have caught on the first time.  

6 .  As soon as you know that your students understand the concept, 
read two more stories and have students fill in their own Venn 
Diagrams. 

7 .  After everyone has completed their paper, bring them together as a 
whole group to share their diagrams individually, or add what 
information they have to your whole-class Venn diagram as each child 
shares something from their diagram.  

8 .  Older students can select 2 stories of their own and fill in the 
diagram as they read each book. 

9 .  Remind them that when they fill out their diagrams they need to 
think about the illustrations, descriptions and procedures as well. 

10 .  Extend the lesson by doing the Opinion sheet.   
1 1 .   Students draw a picture of their face in the oval, by adding facial 

features, ears, and hair. 
12 .  They decide which story they liked better and why and fill in that 

conversation bubble.  
13 .   They also think about why they didn’t like the other story as much, 

and then fill in that conversation bubble.  
14 .   If you are reading the 2 stories, or having students whole group 

read the stories, you can also extend the lesson by graphing which 
book and characters they liked best.  

15 .   Follow the same format as above when you are comparing and 
contrasting characters.  

16 .   Remind students to include the adventures and experiences of the 
characters in their analysis.   



 
Direct ions : For determining or clarifying the meaning of unknown and 
multiple meaning words and phrases based on reading and content.  

1. Read a portion of a story where you know that the students will not 
know some of the words. 

2. Ask children to predict what they think the word means by reading it 
in the sentence. 

3. After students have made predictions, tell them the meaning of the 
word. 

4. Print off the “My Cognitive Dictionary” pages for each student. Have 
them keep a log of words that they do not know, writing the 
predicted meaning, the actual meaning, and a tip, picture or symbol of 
how they can remember the word.  

5. Likewise, give students examples of words that have 2 meanings.  
6. Print off and laminate the large teacher’s copy of Multiple Meaning 

Words graphic organizer and model an example. 
7. Run of copies of my “multiple meanings” graphic organizer for students 

(2-on-a-page) and have them write another word down and then 
define it in the 2 boxes on their graphic organizer.  

8. Keep these sheets handy so that students can complete a sheet each 
time they run into a word that has multiple meanings. 

9. Students can keep their cognitive dictionary pages, and their multiple 
meaning pages in a file folder. 

10. When they have compiled enough in their file, have them alphabetize 
the words, collate the pages and add the cover. 

1 1 .  These pages make a good “word work” activity if you do Dai ly 5 . 

 

Some words have more than one meaning. 

 Meaning #1:

                 This word has 2 meanings:

 Meaning #2:









Cognitive Meaning 
Dictionary
By_________________Word Work
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