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Write a letter to a Pilgrim child.

Write a letter back as if you were a Pilgrim child.

Write a letter to a Pilgrim child.

Write a letter back as if you were a Pilgrim child.

Write a letter to a Pilgrim child.

Write a letter back as if you were a Pilgrim child.

Write a letter to a Pilgrim child.

Write a letter back as if you were a Pilgrim child.

Write a letter to a Pilgrim child.

Write a letter back as if you were a Pilgrim child.

Write a letter to a Pilgrim child.

Write a letter back as if you were a Pilgrim child.

Would you have wanted to be a Pilgrim?

Yes! No!

Positive Negative

Reasons why I’d like to be a Pilgrim: Reasons why I wouldn’t:

My Letter To A Pilgrim Girl

My Letter To A Pilgrim Boy

My Letter To A Pilgrim Girl

My Letter To A Pilgrim Boy



I spent lots of hours reading & doing research on Pilgrim children, and have included this information in completed left-hand sections of the Venn 
diagrams, so that you can fill in “today’s information” as a whole group.   
After discussion and doing this, students can then choose one of the blank Venn diagrams to do as a worksheet, or work with a partner to create 
one.  
After this comparison/contrast activity, students are better equipped to write their letters.  
Remind them to included factual information in their responses, so it seems like they really are a Pilgrim child growing up during that time period. 



http://www.scholastic.com/scholastic_thanksgiving/letters/Mayflower_letter2.htm
Letter from a Pilgrim child

http://www.scholastic.com/scholastic_thanksgiving/letters/Mayflower_letter1.htm

Another letter from Lizzie to her Aunt Constance

http://www.scholastic.com/scholastic_thanksgiving/letters/Mayflower_letter3.htm
Letter 3 from Lizzie to her Aunt Constance

Autumn 1620
• Letter From a Pilgrim — A Message from the Mayflower
• Letter From a Wampanoag — Harvesting and Preparing for Winter

Autumn 1620
• Letter From a Pilgrim — Arriving at Plimoth Plantation
• Letter From a Wampanoag — Will We Live in Peace?

Harvest 1621
• Letter From a Pilgrim — The Thanksgiving Feast
• Letter From a Wampanoag — The Feast of the Pilgrims

Read these historical fiction letters from a Pilgrim girl and Native American boy — includes  
audio: http://www.scholastic.com/scholastic_thanksgiving/letters.asp

This description of the life of the Pilgrims following the landing of the Mayflower was written as 
a letter by pilgrim Edward Winslow soon after the landing.
http://www.nationalcenter.org/Pilgrims.html

Books Written by Mayflower Passengers: http://mayflowerhistory.com/primary-
sources-and-books/

• A Relation or Journal of the Proceedings of the English Plantation Settled at Plymouth, by 
Edward Winslow and others (London, 1622).  These are the Pilgrims' journals for the first year at 
Plymouth.

• Good News from New England, by Edward Winslow (London, 1624).  See also a full scan of an 
original.  These are the Pilgrims' journals for the second and third year at Plymouth.

• Of Plymouth Plantation (Volume 1 and Volume 2) by William Bradford (written 1630-1651, first 
published 1854).  This is the most complete first-hand history of Plymouth, written by its long-
time governor.

• First Conference Between Some Young Men Born in New England and some Ancient Men who 
Came out of Holland, by William Bradford (manuscript, 1648).

• Third Conference Between Some Young Men Born in New England and some Ancient Men who 
Came out of Holland Concerning the Church and the Government Thereof , by William Bradford 
(manuscript, 1651).

• Poetry of William Bradford (various poems, 1640s and 1650s).
• Hypocrisy Unmasked, by Edward Winslow (London, 1646).
• New England's Salamander Discovered, by Edward Winslow (London, 1647).
• Glorious Progress of the Gospel Amongst the Indians, by Edward Winslow (London, 1649).

John Robinson's Farewell Letter to the Pilgrims: http://www.revjohnrobinson.com/writings.htm

This letter was written by John Robinson, the pastor of the Pilgrims church in Leiden. Since a majority of the church remained 
behind in Leiden, he made the very difficult decision to stay and minister to those remaining in Holland rather than come on the 
Mayflower.

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

address

address

date

Dear

     Paragraph 1  XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

     Paragraph 2   XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

 XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

 XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

     Paragraph 3   XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

 XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Sincerely, 

greeting

body

heading

closing

signature

address

address

date

Dear

     Paragraph 1  XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

 XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

     Paragraph 2   XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

 XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Sincerely yours,

Greeting

Body

Heading 
your info

Closing

Signature

address

date

address
Their info

Pilgrim Letter Writing Prompts

Lots of LINKS 
to real samples

Write students names on the cards. Children choose one and write to that child. They answer the letter as if they really were a pilgrim.  
This is an interesting way to teach perspective and point of view. Children are also getting more practice by writing 2 letters.

Stamp of approval.  
Nice job on your
Pilgrim letter. 

Stamp of approval.  
Nice job on your
Pilgrim letter. 

They Write Back!



Plymouth, MA 
11/20/1623

Dear Kaiden,  

     You have a really different name too.  I don’t know 
anyone by that name.  My brothers’ names are William, 
Richard, John and Samuel.  I also have a sister named 
Elizabeth.  We call her Lizzy for short.  

     I am 11 years old and have been going hunting with 
my father since I was 9.  We shoot deer, turkeys, and 
squirrels. 

      No, we do not get to see the Wampanoags very 
much.  They will  be coming for a big Thanksgiving 
feast soon though.  

    There’s not much time for play.  We have lots of 
chores to do, but when we get a bit of time off  I like to 
play cob’s castle and lummelen. 
     
      I hope you have a very happy Thanksgiving too.  

          Sincerely,  
          Wrestling

They Write Back!Orchard Trails School 
9045 Westwood Avenue 
Kentwood, MI 49546 

11/20/2015

Dear Wrestling,  

     You have a really different name.  I have never 
heard of it before.   My name is Kaiden.  Are any of your 
friends named  that?   I am 8.  How old are you? 

     I think it would be fun to make friends with the 
Wampanoag children.  Do you see them very often? 
What kinds of games do you play?  I like to play with 
Legos and trucks. 

     My teacher says that you probably eat venison.  I do 
too.  My dad  just shot a huge buck while deer hunting 
last weekend.  I get to go along when I’m 12. 

     I hope you have a very happy Thanksgiving.  

          Sincerely,  
          Kaiden

• Take a teachable moment to review the proper format of a letter.  I’ve included a labeled poster to help explain things.   
• Using the list of of names for children on the Mayflower, have students choose one and write to them.  
• I’ve included my completed samples, so that you can quickly & easily make an example to share with your kiddos, or make some 

up of your own.   
• I also made up a list of links, with real letters, diary notes and excerpts from Pilgrims to use as examples as well.  
• Students complete their letter on the stationery provided, or whatever paper you want them to use.  
• After they have written their letter, they can answer it, by pretending to be that Pilgrim child and writing back.   
• You could also have students exchange their letters with another child in the class for them to write a response.  
• Completed projects make an awesome bulletin board display.  Have students choose a Pilgrim boy or girl “topper” and glue it to 

the top of their letter. Letters of response, can be glued to the bottom of that letter. 



TP Roll Pilgrims
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November Math Packet
0
3
2
1

zero

Print, laminate and trim.  Students clip a clothespin to the number that matches the number word.  
So that students can self-check, mark an X on the back of the card where the correct answer is. 

cTeachWithMe.com     ! ! ! ! ! ! Turkey Clip art by Laura Strickland
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five

1-to-1 correspondence. Print, laminate and trim.   Students match the shape tile to the matching turkey.  Make extra sets to play a Memory 
Match game, or “I Have; Who Has?”            cTeachWithMe.com

circle oval
triangle

square rectangle hexagon

Trace and color the shapes inside the 
web. Color all of the same shapes the 
same color. Add them up and complete 
the graph below. Use the matching 
colors to fill in the boxes.

Shapely Spider Web

Totals:

Grand Total

Total:

Grand Total:

Draw the shape 
that had the 
most.

Draw the shape 
that had the 
least.

Name:

Color me!

Color each kind of shape a different color.
i.e. all of the circles are red. 

Color, count and graph.

12 13 14

15 16 17

18 19 20

zero
one

two

three
four

five

six
seve

n eight

nine
ten

Students match numbers to number 

words, numbers to

acorn 10-frames, or all three. 

I’ve purposely made them 

different sizes so they know to choose 

one of each.  You can 

also run the words off on a fall 

color paper, like orange. 

Besides Memory Match, students can 

play “I Have; Who Has?” or simply find 

all 3 matches as a center activity.

cTeachWithMe.com

Mayflower  
Mayhem

TeachWithMe.com
Clip art by mycutegraphics.com
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Happy Thanksgiving!

Number Flashcards for Acorn Counting by 1’s 
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If you liked this fall-themed resource,  
you may also like these other  

autumn activities as well.  Diane

Tiny Tweets From:
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Letters, Numbers, 

Shapes, Time, Vowels,  

Colors, Blends, Words:  

Rhyming, Compound, CVC, 

Beginning S Sound  

& Contractions. 

Click on pix.
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Credits CreditsCredits
Designing stuff for TpT, is extra fun because of the awesome 

clip art & fonts that I use from these talented artists. 

0415210111

Dianne J. Hook

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Melonheadz
http://www.djinkers.com/
http://www.djinkers.com/
http://educlipsdesign.blogspot.com/
http://www.mycutegraphics.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Whimsy-Clips


Terms of Use: All rights reserved.  
No part of this publication may be 
reproduced, distributed, or 
transmitted in any form or by any 
means, including photocopying, 
recording, or other electronic or 
mechanical methods, without the 
prior written permission of the 
publisher: dianetpt@gmail.com 

This resource is for one personal 
classroom use by a single teacher.  
Duplication for an entire school, or 
commercial purposes is strictly 
forbidden, without written 
permission from the author. To 
share this resource with more than 
one teacher, would you please refer 
them to my store.  

Copying any part of this product 
and placing it on the internet in any 
form, even for personal/classroom 
use, blog or website, is strictly 
forbidden and is a violation of the 
Digital Millennium Copyright Act 
(DMCA).  These items can be 
picked up in a Google search, and 
traced back to the publishing site.  

Copyright 2015 by Diane Henderson 
of TeachWithMe.com 

Tiny Tweets From:
dollardoodles.com

               Thank you so much for buying this product.  

             I truly hope you’ll love this item & that it will  
                make your life easier & teaching more fun! 

To my loyal followers: I promise to post at least one FREEBIE each 
month that will hopefully knock-your-socks-off. 

Please take a moment to leave feedback to earn valuable points,  
which equal money for future TPT purchases!  Woo hoo.   

             If for any reason you’re unhappy, please email me at:       
            dianetpt@gmail.com 
                                                Blessings,  Diane

“Believe you 
can and  
you’re  

half way 
there.”
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